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SRAY






As a local family of believers here at Springfield Baptist Church we must be devoted to dependent prayer.  There is nothing we are able to accomplish apart from the work of God in our lives.  God communicates to us through His Word—the Bible.  We communicate to God through prayer.  God desires and welcomes us to boldly communicate with him in prayer—giving him our worship and requests.  

There are several reasons why we should pray    

1. We are commanded to pray—1 Thessalonians 5:17

2. We are expected to pray—Matthew 6:5

3. Jesus was devoted to prayer—Matthew 26:36; Luke 6:12

4. The early church was devoted to prayer—Acts 1:14; Acts 2:42

5. We need to pray

a. Everything we have comes from God—1 Corinthians 4:7, 1Chronicles 29:10-17, James 1:17

b. Thus we are totally dependent upon God.  
6. God wants to help us with prayer
a. Don’t worry—pray—Philippians 4:6-7
b. Don’t fall to temptation—pray—Matthew 26:41
We also should have confidence that God hears our prayers and answers according to His wisdom in the way that seems best to Him—John 14:13-17; 1 John 5:13-15.  We should trust the wisdom of God in our prayer even though we may not fully understand His answer.  He knows better than we do and He will work all things out for our good and His glory—Isaiah 55:6-11; Romans 8:28; Genesis 50:15-21.  
Therefore, if we desire to see God work and bring supernatural change in our personal lives, our families, Springfield Baptist, Washington County, Springfield, Kentucky, America, and the World we must turn to God and begin and end with regular, dependent and desperate prayer.  

This document is designed to call us to and direct us in a more committed life of prayer.  
· I have divided up the following prayer needs to different days of the week.  These are needs I feel are important to us and Springfield Baptist Church.  Please use this as a guide for your prayer and commit to pray for these specific needs.  I have also included an easy to carry, 4 x 5, card with a list of these prayer needs.  
Sunday
· Praise and Thanksgiving to God
· Take a moment to prepare for Worship by praising and thanking God.  Make a list of things for which to praise and thank Him.  If you are having trouble making a list here are a few ideas:
· Salvation—family—He is your Comforter—He is in Control—He is your Protector—He is your Deliver—He is faithful—He is merciful.  
· Pray through a Psalm
· Pick out a Psalm and let the Psalm guide your prayers.  Let the Psalmist’s prayers be your prayer.  You may pray through the entire Psalm or just use a verse or two.   
· Psalms are prayers and songs of praise written for God and by God.  
·  You may pray through any Psalm, but here are some good Psalms to start with:  1, 8, 13, 18, 23, 27, 32, 33, 51, 63, 96, 100, 101, 103, 118, 136, 139, and 147.  
Monday

· Unity at SBC

· The Scripture continuously commands believers to be in unity—John 17:20-22; Acts 2:44; Acts 4:42; Romans 15:5; 1 Corinthians 1:10; Philippians 2:1-8.  Yet, lack of unity and division are some of the greatest areas of attack in churches.  Unfortunately, Christians are famous for dividing over meaningless squabbles.  

· Use Philippians 2:1-8 as a guide.  Pray for God to unite us around His Word and to put our personal preferences and opinions aside for the sake of the His Church and specifically our local church family.  

· Pastor/Deacons/Leadership
· Being a leader can be tough.  A leader is called to make decisions for a group of people and must endure the consequences and complaining that goes along with a particular decision.  
· Pray for me, our deacons and those in leadership positions.  Pray for wisdom, strength, and courage to serve and make God glorifying decisions.  Pray that discouragement would be lightened and encouragement increased.  

· Pray for protection, health, and healthy marriages and families.  
· God to be glorified at SBC
· As human beings our ultimate purpose is to bring glory to God alone—1 Corinthians 6:20; 10:31; Revelation 4:11.  Thus, as a church our ultimate purpose is to bring glory to God.  
· Pray that Springfield Baptist Church would not seek after our own glory or any individual’s glory, but would seek only after God’s glory.  
Tuesday
· Great Commission Fulfillment
· Jesus left us with one command and commission—go and make disciples of all nations—be his witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the world.  
· Pray that God would use us to fulfill His Great Commission.  Pray that God would give us a passion for growing our disciples and reaching new disciples.
· Ask God to use Springfield Baptist to grow His Kingdom for His glory.   Pray that we would not just be used in Washington County, but pray that God would use us to make disciples in America and all over the world.  
· The Lost
· We understand that those who die without Jesus go to Hell to endure eternal punishment.  We also understand that Jesus is the only way to salvation.  Thus, we must pray for people who are without Christ.  
· Make a list of 5-10 lost people you know.  Pray that God would convict them of their sin and reveal to them the good news of salvation in Jesus.  
· Ask the Lord of the Harvest to raise up harvesters—specifically from Springfield Baptist Church—Matthew 9:36-38.  
· Ask God to give you a burden and passion to reach the lost, and pray that God would give Springfield Baptist a burden and passion to reach the lost.  
Wednesday

· Holiness

· God calls us as believers to be holy because He is holy (1 Peter 1:14-16).  The Bible also teaches that we are all sinners (Romans 3:9-19; 23; Isaiah 53:6).  As a result we must regularly confess and repent of our sin.  

· Use Psalm 51 as a guide.  Ask God to forgive you of your sins.  Name as many sins as you can.  Make a list of sins you continuously battle against.  Ask God to reveal to you your sins.  Ask God to forgive you of sins you cannot name.  Ask God to make you holy as He is holy.  
· Praise God because you have been forgiven in Jesus (1 John 1:9; Colossians 2:13).  Praise God that He has cast your sins far away (Psalm 103:8-13).  

· Use Colossians 3:5-17 as a guide and consider actions you can take to remove sin from your life.  Commit to removing sin from your life.  Ask God to give you the grace, strength, and wisdom to remove sin from your life.     

· SBC Ministries (Music-Youth-Children-Senior Adults-Men-Women)
· We have several ministries seeking to reach and minister to people from different ages and life stages.  

· Pray for these ministries and the leaders of these ministries.  Pray that God would use them to grow disciples and reach people without Jesus

· Pray that God would use our Music Ministry to glorify Himself and lead all who attend our worship service to worship Him in Spirit and Truth.  
Thursday

· Spouse and Family
· Families in our society are under attack more now than ever.  Therefore it is imperative that we pray for our families.  

· Pray for your spouse.  Pray for health and safety.  Pray that God would make you more in love with your spouse than ever before.  Pray that God would protect your marriage from divorce.  If your spouse is not a Christian, pray for his or her salvation.  If your spouse is a Christian, pray for his or her spiritual growth.  

· If you are single, pray for God to use you for His glory.  Pray for married couples you know.  Pray for your future spouse (if you desire a future spouse).   
· Pray for your children.  Pray for health and safety.  Pray for their salvation and/or spiritual growth.  Pray for his or her future spouse. Pray that God would use them for His glory.  Pray that God would give you wisdom, patience, discernment, strength, etc. in parenting.  
· Pray for your mom, dad, grandparents, great grandparents, siblings, grandchildren, great grandchildren, or whoever else may cross your mind.  
· Church Family
· As the family of God we must cover one another in prayer—James 5:16-18; 
· Make a list of 5-10 fellow church members.  Pray for their families, marriages, spiritual health, physical health, protection.  Pray for specific needs and concerns you may know about.  Pray that God would use them for His glory.  
Friday

· Sick and hurting
· We must continue to be faithful to pray for the sick.  We publish a weekly prayer list of needs.  Use this prayer list to guide you to pray for the sick and hurting
· Make a list of others you may know about who are sick or hurting and need prayer.  
· America-Government Leaders-Troops
· Pray for a spiritual revival in our country and state.  
· Pray for our President, Congressmen, Justices, Governor, State Representatives, Mayor, and any other government leader.  Pray that God would give them wisdom and discernment.  Pray for their salvation and/or spiritual growth.  
· Pray for our servicemen all over the world.  Pray for safety.  Pray for their families at home.  Pray for any specific servicemen you may know.  
Saturday 

· Sunday Morning Worship
· Our Morning Worship service is a very important time at Springfield Baptist Church (Psalm 33:1-12; Acts 2:42-47; Hebrews 10:24-25).  It is the time when we come together as a family and exalt the God who saves us and hear what he has to say to us through His Word.  

· Pray that above all God would be glorified in our worship service.  

· Pray that God would prepare your heart to praise Him in song.  Pray that He would prepare you to hear the preaching of the Bible.  

· Pray for those leading the service that God would prepare them and use them to direct the church of God in worship to God
· Sunday School classes/teachers
· Sunday School is a vital time for the health of our family.  We are commanded to teach and admonish each other, and this happens best when we meet together in small groups (Acts 2:46; 5:42; Colossians 3:16).  Thus, we need to pray for God to work in and through our Sunday School hour.  
· Pray for our teachers.  Pray for knowledge, wisdom, and discernment.  Pray that God would use them to grow His church.  

· Pray for your Sunday School class.  Pray for the members of your class. Pray that God would prepare their hearts to grow in the Word, grow in relationships with fellow believers, grow in service, and grow the kingdom.    
· Pray that God would prepare your heart to grow in the Word, grow in relationships with other believers, grow in service, and grow the Kingdom in your Sunday School class.  If you are not in a Sunday School class—get involved in one today!

· Understanding that some may not have a daily prayer time, here are some tips for developing a habit of prayer.  

TIPS FOR DEVELOPING THE HABIT OF A PRAYER TIME

1. Go for small wins—5-10 minutes a day is better than nothing
2. Pick a consistent time & place—usually your prime hour of operation & ALONE

3. Be systematic – have a game plan for prayer—what to pray for—SEE ABOVE.  

4. If you miss a day or a few days don’t fret over it just start over and get back on track.  

5. Be accountable – everyone needs somebody asking them on a regular basis how they are doing.  Otherwise, our natural tendency is to get lazy or make excuses to ourselves!  Your Sunday School class will work great.  

6. Write it down in a notebook—Journal your prayer requests and answers to prayer
· The Bible also calls and expects us to fast (Matthew 6:16-17).  Therefore, we should fast regularly.  I encourage you, as your pastor, to prayerfully consider fasting one meal a week and using that meal time to get alone and pray.  

· For example, fast one lunch time a week and use that time to pray and seek the Lord.  

· Make this weekly fast routine—the same meal on the same day each week.  

· Avoid meals that are usually family meal times like supper at home.   

· Choose meals you usually eat alone or can easily eat alone like lunch at work.   
· If you will commit to fast one meal a week please let me know by emailing me at pastor@sbcky.org or just tell me in person.  I would like to have a list of those committed to fasting regularly.  

·  In addition, if you are able, I would like to encourage you to come one day a week and pray at the church facilities.  I know many live and work close to the church and would be able to spend 30 minutes in prayer on our church campus.  We have a beautiful prayer room ready to be used for prayer.  Also consider praying in and over our sanctuary, your Sunday School classroom, the Student ministry room, the children’s ministry hallway, etc.  A great idea would be to use your weekly fast to come and pray at the church. 
· If you use email regularly I would like to send you daily prayer reminders on the weekdays (Monday through Friday). If are not already on our email list, please email Ruth Ann at springfieldbc@bellsouth.net and she will add you to our email list.   
As I mentioned above, prayer is essential to everything.  As individual believers and as a church family we must devote ourselves to regular, desperate, and dependent prayer.  My prayer is that each and every one of us would take time to pray.  

Blessings, 
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